
“Education is for improving the lives of 

others and for leaving your community 

and world in a better place than you 

found it.” Marian Wright Anderson 

 

[Cite your source here.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Loker School Families, 
 
A big part of what we do this time of year involves helping your children and you begin the process of 
thinking about next year. The first step in our process is to ask for your help. To that end, I would 
encourage you to think about next year’s placement. I am accepting letters until Friday, April 28th that 
will assist us in the placement of your child/children. It is crucial for us to have this information and I want 
to hear from you if you have any questions or concerns. Every year is important in your child’s life and we 
take placement very seriously.  New teacher assignments will be made by “Move Along Day” (which 
occurs in the middle of June when your children will have an opportunity to meet next year’s teacher and 
see their new classroom space) so that your child/children and you will be able to relax and prepare for 
the upcoming year. For us, that means May is our deadline for beginning our work. It is a huge task and 
one we approach thoughtfully and carefully. 

The next step involves collegial collaboration between staff. Classroom teachers will meet with 
specialists, the guidance counselor, our special education liaison and special education staff to create 
well-balanced heterogeneous groupings, which reflect diverse talents, interests and needs. The staff will 
also address factors such as gender, social and academic strengths, special needs and friendships - not 
necessarily “best friends” but students who have positive working relationships in school. 

The final step is when the lists arrive at my desk. At that point, I will sit down with the special education 
liaison and the guidance counselor for a final look. After that, I will assign a teacher to each group.  

Because it works like a house of cards, and all requests make movement from one group to the next 
challenging, we cannot honor every request precisely. We do the very best that we can given the 
restrictions of keeping the classes balanced while listening to many of your requests.  

I hope this description helps you to understand the method of placement and why requests for individual 
teachers are not and cannot be honored. Our whole team works diligently to determine the best 
grouping, advocating for your child’s academic and social needs. Although you may not request a certain 
teacher, you may give us very valuable information that we consider very seriously in our goal to place 
your child so that he/she is set for another great year. Therefore, you may write requests about 
placement if the following circumstances exist: 
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 Request that your child not be placed with a specific child due to personal experience and impact 
on your child’s learning. (A list of children will not be honored.)  

 

 Concerns about placement with a teacher due to your close relationship with that teacher or if 
you would like a different experience, due to having an older sibling in a classroom in a prior year. 

During April, May and June, we culminate the year’s journey and celebrate the many successes of your 
wonderful children! It is extremely important that, while we are coordinating next year’s planning with 
you, that your children are still focused on their school year. We still have one quarter of the school year 
remaining and there remains a significant amount of academic and social learning that your children will 
pursue. We want them to finish the year on a strong note, one that will make their transition to next year 
even smoother. I wish you a wonderful spring and look forward to working with you for the remainder of 
the year and beyond! Thank you for your support. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Brian Jones 

Loker School Principal 

  



SECTION 2 

NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

Art room News:  
 

Students in grade five are adding finishing touches to their masks 

and will begin designing and making props for the play in May. 

 

 

Grade four students worked on 

drawing a replica of their state flag. 

 

Grade three students have been working on different ways of finding 

artistic inspiration through a series of activities. They have used nature, 

as inspiration, music, and collaboration through game surrealist artists 

would play to get ideas.   

 

 

 

 

 

Grades K-2 are looking at textiles in art and 

experimenting with printmaking. Grades one and two 

will be making a block print in order to customize their textile.    

 

 

*Please email me if you would like your child’s Artsonia access code and do not already have it!  

  



 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 

 
Grade 1: 
 

Students are learning to use Scratch Jr on the iPads. 

They have explored how to insert a picture, backgrounds 

and sprites!  
 

Grade 2: 

Grade 2 students are also working on a Scratch Jr. 

project where they are creating a story animating at least 3 sprites and different scenes! 
 

 

Grade 3:  

Our focus for the rest of this month will be on All the 

Right Type.  Students need to work on keeping their 

hands on the “homerow” and work on their accuracy 

and WPM. 
 

 

Grade 4:  

The Green Screen States project was a success!  I hope that you had an opportunity to 

view them, if not, the links are as follows : 

Ms. Ciavarro and Ms. Olivier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 5:  

The Dash and Dot Challenge!  Students created teams to 

get the robots to move a tin foil ball and push it into plastic 

cups. Students learned the programming and navigation 

needed to do this challenge!   

 

 

 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1XdZYCmlw9yWDEzWHF3aHJkM1U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1XdZYCmlw9ySzd5VTZvMHAyV3M/view


 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten – Kindergarten students have been learning about and demonstrating the difference 
between the beat and the rhythm of music.  Their favorite way to do this right now is with the song Engine 
Engine Number Nine!   
 

1st Grade - First graders are learning about all of the different instrument families and instruments of the 
orchestra through Prokofiev’s work Peter and the Wolf.  They have really enjoyed listening to the story 
and hearing all of the different instruments that represent each animal!   
 

2nd Grade - Second graders are working a lot on improvisation with instruments.  We played a game 
called Merlin where students had the opportunity to improvise on xylophones.  Students also came up 
with their own rhythmic improvisations on drums in a game called Mango Treats!     
 

3rd Grade - Third graders are doing a fantastic job with their recorders!  We have learned a lot of new 
songs, including Mary Had a Little Lamb and Hot Cross Buns.  Their favorite songs include Agent Mole 
and Snappy Snail (they love the silly names!)   
 

4th Grade - Fourth graders worked so hard on learning the song Fifty Nifty United States and had the 
opportunity to perform this song at their State Presentation.  They did a fantastic job!  Next they will be 
starting a percussion unit!  
 

5th Grade - Fifth graders are in full swing preparing for their play Joust! on May 24th.  They have been 
assigned their roles and given their scripts!  They are working so hard learning the music, choreography, 
and lines- it is going to be an incredible performance!  
  

 

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings has been working extremely hard to gear up for their final 
performance of the year on May 30th.  Some of the songs they are learning include Frere Jacques, Buffalo 
Gals, and Can Can.    

 
4th & 5th Grade  Strings players are busy preparing for the Spring String Thing concert which will be held 
at the High School Field House on May 30th.  Concert t-shirt ordering information will go out soon via 
email - please be on the lookout as we will need all shirt orders by early May.  Thanks! 
Whitney Tandon 

 
  



BUTTERFLY DAY! 

 

 

 

Kindergarten students have been practicing recognizing the 

difference between fiction and non–fiction with the spring 

theme of BUGS!  We buzzed liked bees, squirmed like worms and 

fluttered like butterflies as we learned facts about bugs and 

read stories about bugs including favorites by Eric Carle. 

We are also celebrating April as National Poetry Monty by 

reviewing different types of poetry and reading some silly 

poetry selections. 

 

First Grade students have completed 

their first library research project!   

Each student chose an animal to 

investigate and used their knowledge 

of non-fiction text features to find 

interesting facts.   We will be sharing 

our information in upcoming library 

classes.   

Second Grade students have been Dictionary 

Detectives!   We discovered that there is a lot 

of great information in a dictionary.  We also 

began a unit on GENRE.  First stop Poetry!   

We are studying different types of poems and 

creating our own Haiku.   

 

 

 

Third grade students are beginning a research project on the genre of mythology.  We are 

discussing research strategies and will create a report on a mythological figure.   

 

 

 



Hard at work using iMovie to  

create our book trailers! 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade students have completed 

their research on the States project.  In 

the next few weeks we will be finishing 

up our book trailers.  Each student 

selected a book and created a short 

video promoting their reading choice.  

We hope to roll out the red carpet and 

premiere our videos after April break.  

The final presentations will also be 

available on the Library website.   

 

 

Fifth Grade students are finishing up their research presentations!  From the beginning step of 

understanding the research process, to reviewing research skills and on to the creation of the final 

product, these Fifth Grade leaders have worked diligently to research and present a topic of their 

choice.   Video presentations are available to view on the Library website once they are edited.    

`  

MORE LIBRARY NEWS: 

A video of the 2017 Bookmark entries is available for viewing on the Library website.    We had 

several entries proceed to the state level of the challenge! 

 

MORE WEBSITE INFO: 

Please visit our Library website!   Resources you can find there: 

 Detailed information on weekly library class activities 

 Links to State-wide databases appropriate for elementary school children 

 Links to resources for classroom projects 

 Links to approved sites providing information on literacy selections 

 

 

 



Students of all grades 

worked together to create 

a Read Across America 

Display.    

We are sharing our 

favorite reads and 

reviewing the map of the 

United States!. Check it 

out! It’s right outside the 

library door.  

Snapshots from the Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Your dedication keeps our library going and growing! 

 

Early morning Library 

projects! 

Favorite 

reading spot! 



 

 
SECTION 3:Health Room News- April 2017 

                                                                  
 

We are still seeing many sick children.  There have been high fevers, upper respiratory illness, strep throat – 

with and without fever, and/or sore throats, some have vomited. Please keep your child home if they are not 

feeling well, to prevent the spread of illness to others. Children need rest to recover.   All families should 

have a backup plan in place if a parent is not readily available to pick up their children from school 

when sick. Children should be picked up within an hour of receiving a call from the school nurse. 

Please consider using other people in your family or neighborhood. 

Before this crazy April snow spring was in the air!  We are also starting to see spring allergies and ticks. 

Please check your children daily for ticks as part of your regular routine: 
 Here is important information about ticks and what you need to do to protect you and your family.  

Please read information on the following websites: 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html  

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/StopTicks/ 

http://www.tickencounter.org  

 
Spring Allergies: 

 Please be sure that you are observing your child for signs and symptoms of allergies 
 It is important that your child be given allergy medication before symptoms start 
 Many children will have watery, red, itchy eyes – and over the counter eye drops will help if given 

before school 
 
Important reminder about field trips:  snacks and lunches for all field trips must be peanut and tree nut 
free.  Please help us keep all our children safe and healthy by adhering to this very important policy. 

 
 
Extra Clothing alert for all grades!! 
Please send in an extra clothes with your child as clothing does get wet/damp and muddy from playing 
outside.  You may also want so send them with an extra pair of shoes.  This will avoid a call home and a trip to 
school for you as the clothing supply in the health room is VERY limited.   
 
ATTENTION 3rd Grade Parents:  

 All 4th grade students are required by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health to have a 
physical on file before going into 4th grade.  Please send in your child’s most up to date physical as 
soon as possible. 

 
Please contact me with any questions and/or concerns. 
 
Have a happy, healthy April school vacation! 
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/StopTicks/
http://www.tickencounter.org/


SECTION 4:  

 

Remaining 2016-2017 Loker PTO Events!!  

EVENT DATE/TIME CONTACT 

PTO Monthly Board Meetings  Please see Loker Scoop for 

dates! 
Daria Greeley 

Spring Book Fair April 26th-28th 
 

Jodi Chase, Jennifer  

Rosen, Nancy Schachter & Stacey 

Thirman 

Arbor Day Celebration April 27th @2:15 Brian Jones, Sarah Morris, 

Anne Johnson 

Spring Movie Night April 27th 
 

Kristine Feeks Hammond & 

Giselle Shardlow 

Teacher Appreciation Day May 2nd 
 

Joanna Hartunian &  Ciara 

O'Brien 

5th Grade Bash May 5th, 5-7pm  

WMS Cafeteria 

Dina Antun & Deb Andler 

Kindergarten Orientation May 18th, 7:00-8:30pm, 

Loker Cafeteria 

Nina Ching 

End of Year Ice Cream Social June  Bethany Bergeron,  

Jayme Nowland & Angela Young 

End of Year Teacher & Staff 

Appreciation Luncheon 

June  Joanna Hartunian &   

Ciara O’Brien 

Parmenter Food Pantry Drive Ongoing  Maggi Ciccarelli 

5th Grade Activities Throughout the year Pam Cerne (chair), Dina  

Antun, Alisa Frutman,  

Sandy O’Driscoll, Brook  

Pyhtila, Jane Purser,  

Rachel Spooner, Haiying Tu 

Annual PTO Meeting &  

Thank You Breakfast 

June   

Loker Cafeteria 

Daria Greeley & Nina Ching 

Just Like Me (3rd & 4th grade) Ongoing Jane Purser, Pam Cerne, Amy 

O’Donnell 

Clap-out for 5th grade 

students 

Last day of school June 

21st 

Brian Jones 

 Update from the Loker PTO: 
Believe it or not, we're starting to plan for the 2017-18 school year. The PTO has many open 
positions. There are jobs big and small to suit any family schedule. No experience is necessary. We’ll 
tell you everything you need to know. If you’ve thought about getting more involved but weren’t sure 
where to start, please reach out with any questions or to learn more. Call or email Daria 
Greeley (dariaegreeley@gmail.com or 781-392-5112) or Nina Ching 
at ninapc@gmail.com or 617.416.8465). 

mailto:dariaegreeley@gmail.com
tel:(781)%20392-5112
mailto:ninapc@gmail.com
tel:(617)%20416-8465

